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Biography 
Dr. Kerri Moseley-Hobbs continues an 
almost 20-year career in education 
currently serving in roles on both sides of 
education: administration and curriculum 
programs. This includes work in 
postsecondary (higher education) policy, 
regulation, and administration as well as 
experiential learning, educational 
presentation and exposure, and research; 
all supporting efforts to ensure strength in 
areas such as student aid, federal title IV 
compliance, accreditation, curriculum 
development, and innovative academic 
programs.  
  
Prior to her career in higher education 
administration and leadership, Dr. 
Moseley-Hobbs worked as a promotion’s 
assistant and junior writer at The 
Baltimore Times Newspaper in Baltimore, 
Maryland. She was first published by the 
newspaper when she was 12 years old 
and continued to be published until she 
was 18 years old at which time she began 
her career in higher education.  
 
Dr. Moseley-Hobbs holds a doctorate 
degree in Education and three degrees 
from the University of Maryland: a 
bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice, a 
master’s degree in Interdisciplinary 
Management, and a master’s degree in 
Business Administration (MBA).  
 
She is a 6th generation descendent of 
John Fraction, the subject of her first 
Creative Nonfiction book “More Than A 
Fraction”. 

Dr. Kerri Moseley-Hobbs 



Based on a true story: 
Rediscover an extraordinary 
story with ordinary roots. 
Thomas and Othello Fraction 
are brothers and best friends 
who had heard, and let no one 
forget, that they were 
descendants of an African 
nobleman whose tribal scars 
looked like tiger stripes. But 
here they were in America, 
considered three-fifths a 
person, and fighting two battles: 
one for the Nation and one for 
themselves. Read the true story 
that leads up to a “guns drawn” 
standoff, and learn how the 
Fraction family came to 
America, contributed to the 
foundation of America, joined 
the Civil War, survived murder 
attempts on their lives, and 
eventually settle outside of 
Blacksburg, Virginia as 
southern refugees. 
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Reviews 
“I suspect I am not the only reader who has experienced all sorts of emotions 
when reading this book….It is testimony to the powerful writing that I felt 
outraged on behalf of the Fraction family, when after the hard-fought war, it 
seemed nothing much had changed in Virginia. The injustice and prejudices 
suffered by former slaves made for difficult reading…...This is a fictional 
account of a factual life history and without doubt a labour of love, based on 
many hours of thorough research. Whilst the themes might not be ground-
breaking, the story has a sincerity brought about by the connection of the 
author to her ancestors. This journey must have been incredible and I 
commend Dr Moseley-Hobbs for her focus and objectivity in dealing with 
sensitive and at times heart breaking subject matter. 
 
I found this book totally absorbing and would actually have liked to have 
known far more about some of the people I encountered during this 
privileged voyage. The painstaking attention to detail and quality of the 
writing makes ‘More than a Fraction’ worth no less than five stars.  
-Whispering Stories Book Blog 

 
Dr. Kerri Moseley-Hobbs has done extensive research on her enslaved ancestors and breathes live into 
them in a fictionalized story (but based on true stories). She has given her family and other readers an 
account of what her early family members endured on the path to freedom. She has a talent for writing 
conversations among characters that makes for an engaging read. A poignant family story.- KG 

This is amazing to know this is a part of my history; my mother carries the last name fraction and I searched 
on ancestry for info about my family this is a good start. Thanks- Chris 

 

WHO CAN BENEFIT 
• Adult Men and Woman 

• Teens/Tweens-Individuals/Groups 

• American history Enthusiast  

• Civil War Era Layman 

• African American narratives and character studies - Professionals & students 
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Chapter 12: Home 
“Everything within these lines is my property.” Robert clarified. He looked at Thomas  
as if he were crazy for not understanding it.  
 
“Lincoln’s proclamation..” Thomas began.  
 
Robert cut him off. “Oh Lincoln’s proclamation,” he began, waiving his hand in the air as if 
waiving off a fly, “What’s it mean in the south? So, you’re not a slave, but that doesn’t make 
you a man or an equal. Lincoln forgot to define what you are. So for now, I get to define it.” 
Robert began to stroke his beard again. “I think,” he said and then paused, “I think you are a 
rotten criminal. A…” He looked up to the sky in an exaggerated gesture as if in deep 
thought, “trespassing thief.” He finished his statement. He looked back at Thomas, at 
Othello, and then back at Thomas. “And based on those pistols on your hips,” Robert 
continued, “I can’t help but to feel threatened. This attempt on my life; this attempt to kill me 
has me so,” He paused, “DISTRAUGHT!” He said with malice as he pulled out a pistol and 
cocked its hammer back.  
 At the same time that Robert pulled out his pistol to aim it at Thomas, Waller pulled 
out a pistol and aimed it at Othello. However, trained and experienced, at the second that 
Robert pulled his pistol, Othello had pulled out his own pistol and aimed it, and Thomas had 
pulled out both of his pistols and aimed them at Robert1. It was a Wild West scene in the 
middle of Blacksburg, Virginia almost a century before the Wild West becomes the legend it 
would grow to be. Thomas had one pistol in each hand and cocked back his hammers with 
each thumb. No one made a move. No one pulled a trigger. Everyone stood completely still 
pointing a gun at the other party.  
 
“Make your move boy.” Robert said, urging Thomas to take action. Everyone continued to 
stand still, staring at each other, waiting for the other party to make the first move. 
 
“Thomas,” Othello whispered to his brother without lowering his pistol or taking his eyes off 
of Waller. “Don’t do this,” he continued. “You shoot him, they gonna kill you.”  
Thomas didn’t respond. He just stared at Robert. This was an opportunity for him. He was a 
Union soldier. Robert was a rebel Colonel. Thomas could shoot him and show cause. 
Thomas could kill him and the Union would know that it was self-defense.  
“President Johnson is giving them forgiveness.” Othello said as if he was reading Thomas’ 
mind. “’Member what General Johnson said. These rebels are the devil incarnate, but the 
President still tells them, that all they have to do is take an oath, and he lets them go.” 
Othello went silent for a second and then finished his whispered speech to Thomas.  
 
“They lost the war,” he said referring to the Confederates, “but they got the White House.”  
 
Othello was right. Thomas exhaled and prepared to accept his defeat, but before he could 
make a move, Robert shot him. 
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More Than A Fraction: From Separation to Reunification 
 
 Conducting research and developing events and projects that: (1) Traces the 
migration and the stories of the enslaved community from Montgomery County, Virginia after 
exile and harassments stemming from slavery emancipation and the Virginia Black Codes; 
(2) Locating the descendants of those who were enslaved at the Smithfield and Solitude 
plantations (modern day Virginia Tech University) who were separated during slave trading, 
or lost during exile and reintroducing them to their history and each other. This includes 
continuous research expeditions and communal events that have brought together 
descendants from Maryland, Philadelphia, Montana, Minnesota, California, Texas, Missouri, 
Georgia, Oklahoma, and the District of Columbia. 
 
Smithfield-Preston Foundation 
 

Assisting the foundation with research, exhibits, and interpretations of the 
marginalized community (enslaved, indentured, and native) spanning the 18th and 
19th century for the Smithfield house museum.  

 
Virginia Tech University (Virginia Polytechnic University) 
 

Assisting the university with multiple projects including: (1) Research on the 
marginalized community (enslaved) who contributed to the foundation of the 
university; (2) Educational exhibits in the Solitude house and the Fraction Family 
Cabin; (3) Interpretations of African American history as it relates to the University 
spanning the 18th and 19th century; (4) authoring text and chapters for university 
based exhibits, signs, articles, special collections additions, and university published 
books.  

 
Research and Educational Presentations: 
 

Smithfield Seminar Series (Blacksburg, VA)   October 8, 2020 
Wilderness Road Regional Museum (Dublin, VA)  July 12, 2020 
African American Civil War Museum (Wash, DC)          May 24, 2020                                   

 VT: Merry Tree Arbor Day Event (Blacksburg, VA)  April 25, 2020  
Eubie Blake Cultural Center (Baltimore, MD)                Nov 24, 2019                                   
Waldorf West Library (Waldorf, MD)                               Nov 2, 2019                                     
Eubie Blake Cultural Center (Baltimore, MD)                 August 17, 2019                              
African American Civil War Museum (Wash, DC)          May 26, 2019                                   
Enoch Pratt Free Library (Waverly Branch/MD)        January 19, 2019                             
Wilderness Road Regional Museum (Dublin, VA)    October 25, 2018                
Enoch Pratt Free Library (Edmondson/MD)              September 15, 2018                         
Enoch Pratt Free Library (Central Branch/MD)          April 26, 2018                                   
Virginia Tech Univ: Civil War Studies (Blacksburg, VA) October 20, 2018                             
Emma's Bookstore                                                         August 20, 2017                              
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Direct Email: Kerriami@aol.com 
Representation Email: 
imaginationlunchbox@gmail.com  
Phone: 410-908-4869 
 
Website: 
www.imaginationlunchbox.com/books 
 
PR: Freelance Associates 
Freeassocinc3@aol.com 
562-424-3836 
 
Facebook: 

facebook.com/kerrimoseleyhobbs 
 
Twitter:@collegewizard 
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